Southworth Chevrolet Night at Eagle Valley Speedway
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI, June 6, 2010
By Gene Harmelink

After receiving considerable rain prior to Sunday’s race night, Eagle Valley Speedway near Jim Falls, WI, pressed on with a nice car count and a good crowd on hand to enjoy the races.  Owner, Jerry Weigel, and his crew worked hard all race night long and gave the track additional care, with occasional grading and packing to provide the racers with a decent racing surface come feature time.

In addition, the new concession building was open for inspection and for use.  This new addition provides the fans with not only a great place to buy and enjoy your track delegacies, but also provides new restroom facilities.  Come check it out! 

The features saw some familiar winners and a few new ones.  Mike Anderson continued his winning ways in his WISSOTA/Amsoil Modified, taking his sixth win of the year, his third at Eagle Valley, and his second of the weekend.    Paul Erikson won his first feature at Eagle Valley Speedway for 2010 in his WISSOTA/Amsoil Super Stock, while Brad Hudson did the same in his WISSOTA/Amsoil Midwest Modifed.  In WISSOTA/Amsoil Street Stock action, Doug Wojick picked up his second Eagle Valley win of 2010 while George Richards picked up his seventh overall win of 2010 and his sixth at Eagle Valley speedway in his Eagle Valley Pure Stock.  The Eagle Valley Hornets saw a new winner for 2010 when Eric Schultz picked up a win.

Jesse Glenz of Cadott, WI, and Brad Hudson of Chippewa Falls, WI, led the WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds to starter, Jeff Eisner’s, green flag for the start of their feature.  Hudson was off to an early lead, leading the first two laps, but Matt Leer of Bruce, WI, put an end to Hudson’s lead by the end of lap three.  By lap seven, Leer was still in the lead with Grant Southworth of Bloomer, WI, Hudson, Ronnie Rihn of Bloomer, WI, and Jason Swan of Chippewa Falls, WI, fighting for the lead and for second.  It was during lap eight that Leer’s car had a mechanical failure in turn three, slowed and then stopped on the front stretch, ending his night and handing the lead to Hudson.  Southworth ran second with Josh Smith of Chippewa Falls, WI, Swan, Rihn, and Nick Koehler of Bloomer, WI, making up the top five.  With two laps to go, Hudson was still in the lead and the others in the top five or six were fighting it out for a chance to pass him.  It was during that time that Koehler’s car got loose in turn three and Rihn’s car struck it causing Rihn’s car to roll violently.  Rihn was alright, but his car was a mess and both his car and Koehler’s were retired to the pits.  On a green/white/checkered finish to the race, Hudson picked up his first Eagle Valley win for 2010 in his Bob Seckora, Coldwell Banker-sponsored car.  Southworth, Jake Smith, Greenwood, Wisconsin’s, Shane Halopka, and Josh Smith rounded out the top five. 

Up next for their feature were the WISSOTA Super Stocks with Andy Grymala of Superior, WI, and Chad Johnson of Colfax, WI, on the front row.  Johnson was the early leader, leading the first two laps only to be passed by Paul Erikson of Abbotsford, WI, who had started sixth.  Erikson led as Johnson settled in for second with Mark Stender of Holcombe, WI, Grymala, and Eric Olson of Ladysmith, WI, giving chase.  As Erikson pulled away, the rest of the field battled it out for second in a great exchange of spots throughout the race.  It looked like Erikson would easily win, but wait!  Stender, who had started seventh, slowly, but surely was making up time and with two laps to go was within a two-car length striking distance.  Erikson, though, hung on for the lead and the win in his Corral Bar-sponsored car as Stender made a last ditch effort getting up to Erikson’s door by race end.  Johnson, Olson, and Sarona, Wisconsin’s, Shane Kisling completed the top five.

In WISSOTA/Amsoil Modified action, David Baxter of Eau Claire, WI, and Keith Tourville of Star Prairie, WI, lined up side-by-side for the start of their feature.  Tourville was off to a great start and an early lead, leading the first three laps of the feature.  It was during lap four that Jay Richardson, of Spring Valley, WI, took the lead after starting sixth.  Richardson continued to widen the gap as he drove away from the field until about midway through the feature when Mike Anderson of Colfax, WI, seemed to have found new life and began to close the gap.  By lap fifteen, Anderson was right on Richardson’s rear bumper as Mark Hanson of Chippewa Falls, WI, Dave Cain of Corcoran, MN, and Baxter fought it out.  By lap sixteen Anderson had made the pass for the eventual win in his Kadinger’s Auto Salvage-sponsored Mod picking up another win, completing a sweep for the night.  Richardson, Cain, Hanson, and Luke Schilling of Granton, WI, rounded out the top five. 

Driving his dad, Butch’s car, Cody Kummer of Medford, WI, and Doug Wojcik of Ladysmith, WI, led the field to the start of the WISSOTA Street Stock feature.  This race would see Wojcik leading from flag to flag in a race that would run non-stop.  Fighting it out for second early in the race were Sam Frankhauser of Rice Lake, WI, Jason Lang of Sheldon, WI, Danny Richards, of Mondovi, WI, and Kummer.  Latein the race, as Wojcik continued to dominate, Lang, Richards, Jay Kesan of Weyerhauser, WI, and Frankhauser fought for second with those four completing the top five.  The feature win completed a sweep for the night for Wojcik in his Troy’s Shop-sponsored Streeter. 

Brandon Davis of Chetek, WI, and Rod Ryba of Boyd, WI, led the Eagle Valley Pure Stocks to start their feature for the night.  Ryba was the early leader, leading the first five laps.  Danny Richards, coming from seventh and proving once again that his was the car to beat, then passed Ryba.  As Richards pulled away from the field, Ryba and the remaining cars in the field did their best to fight it out for second.  Richards pulled off the win and completed a sweep for the night in his Richard’s Repair-sponsored Pure.  Nick Wojcik of Ladysmith, WI, Ryba, Mike Schuebel of Boyd, WI, and Pat Smith of Eau Claire, WI, made up the remaining top five.

Last on the race program for the night were the Eagle Valley Hornets with Cadott, Wisconsin’s, Billie Anderson and Brad Garner on the front row.  Garner was the early leader as Eric Schultz of Downing, WI, shot up from seventh to take second.  Cori Block of Medford, WI, ran third, and Mark Ryskoski of Medford ran fourth.  Five laps into the race, Schultz passed Garner for the lead as Garner fell to second and Rocky Kempe moved up from sixth to take third.  With four laps to go, the finishing order had been set as Schultz eventually took the win in his Bare Knuckles Mechanic’s-sponsored car.  Kempe, Jay Welk, of Cadott, WI, Dustin LaBlonde of Bruce, WI, and Block rounded out the top five.

Keep Saturday, June 12 open on your calendar when Eagle Valley Speedway hosts its first of two Enduro races for the year.  Regular racing resumes on Sunday, June 13.

July 4, 2010, will be a special day at Eagle Valley Speedway when the Speedway presents the WISSOTA Dart Challenge Series Late Models with fireworks to follow.  Be there “When the Valley Heats Up” and lights up!
SUMMARY
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI
June 6, 2010
WISSOTA Modifieds
20-Lap Feature:  Mike Anderson, Jay Richardson, Dave Cain, Mark Hanson, Luke Schilling, David Baxter, Keith Tourville, John Hazelton, Jason Swan, Kent Baxter, Shaun Kreyer, Robby Bunkelman, Dan Hesch, Bryan Nayes, Kevin Adams
Heat 1:  Anderson, Richardson, Tourville, Adams, Nayes, Swan, Kreyer, Bunkelman
Heat 2:  Cain, Schilling, Hanson, D Baxter, Hesch, K Baxter, Hazelton
  WISSOTA Super Stocks
20-Lap Feature:  Paul Erikson, Mark Stender, Chad Johnson, Eric Olson, Shane Kisling, Ryan Olson, Andy Grymala, Darrel Hazelton, Lance Leu, Jason Quarders, Colin Polacek
Heat 1:  Kisling, Erikson, E Olson, Leu, R Olson, Quarders
Heat 2:  Stender, Grymala, Johnson, Polacek, Hazelton(DQ)
WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
15-Lap Feature:  Brad Hudson, Grant Southworth, Jake Smith, Shane Halopka, Josh Smith, Jason Swan, Ivan Simmerman, Brian Fuchs, Jesse Glenz, Ronnie Rihn, Nick Koehler, Cole Neitzel, Jordan Hessler, Dave Teatz, Matt Leer, Bob Wood, Cory Jackson, Will Fisher
Heat 1:  Koehler, Leer, Hudson, Jo Smith, Hessler, Teatz, Simmerman
Heat 2:  Southworth, Glenz, Swan, Jackson, Neitzel, Fisher
Heat 3:  Halopka, Rihn, Wood, Fuchs, Ja Smith, Travis Anderson
WISSOTA Street Stocks
15-Lap Feature:  Doug Wojcik, Jason Lang, Danny Richards, Jay Kesan, Sam Frankhauser, Adam Soltis, Cody Kummer, Marcus Simonson, Rick Weir, Cory Crapser, Simon Wahlstrom, Dave Keyeski, Mike Knudtson, Travis Hazelton
Heat 1:  Kesan, Soltis, Wahlstrom, Lang, Simonson, Hazelton, Knudtson
Heat 2:  Wojcik, Kummer, Crapser, Frankhauser, Richards, Keyeski, Weir
Eagle Valley Pure Stocks
12-Lap Feature:  George Richards, Nick Wojcik, Rod Ryba, Mike Schuebel, Pat Smith, Steve Zurek, Jay Fotz, Brandon Davis, Brandon Lofgren, Josh Wahlstrom, Gunnar Watkins
Heat 1:  Richards, Ryba, Wahlstrom, Fotz, Schuebel, Wojcik
Heat 2:  Smith, Davis, Lofgren, Zurek, Watkins
Eagle Valley Hornets
12-Lap Feature:  Eric Schultz, Rocky Kempe, Jay Welk, Dustin LaBlonde, Cori Block, Billie Anderson, Josh Fransway, Brand Garner, Mark Ryskoski, Brent Szymoniak
Heat 1:  Schultz, Welk, Fransway, Anderson, Szymoniak
Heat 2:  Ryskoski, Block, Kempe, Garner, LaBlondew
