Travis Anderson and Doug Wojcik Get First Career Wins at Eagle Valley Speedway
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI, May 16, 2010
By Gene Harmelink

Under clear skies, with near perfect weather, an overflow crowd enjoyed an exciting night of racing sponsored by Snapshots by Stephanie at Eagle Valley Speedway near Jim Falls, Wisconsin on Sunday night. 

Not only was the overall race night a good one, but it will be a night to remember for two young drivers.  Travis Anderson picked up his first ever win in his WISSOTA Midwest Modified while Doug Wojcik did the same in his WISSOTA Street Stock after moving up from the Pure Stocks.  Joining Anderson and Wojcik in the winner’s circle were:  Kevin “Buzzy” Adams in his WISSOTA Modified, Shane Kisling in his Super Stock, George Richards in his Pure Stock, and Rocky Kempe in his Hornet.

The WISSOTA/Amsoil Midwest Modifieds were first up for the night with Jake Smith and weekend double-winner, Shane Halopka, on the front row.  Smith was first to draw blood as he led laps one and two, but it would be Travis Anderson, coming from third, to take the lead by the end of lap three.  Three successive cautions realigned the field and when the green dropped, Anderson once again was the car to beat with Matt Leer and Halopka giving chase.  With six laps to go and Anderson still in command, Halopka and Leer fought it out for second with Mickey Nosser, who had started fourteenth, and eighth starting, Mark Gerth, thrown in for good measure.  Leer’s car suffered a flat tire, with five to go, and he was out of the race giving second to Halopka.  Anderson hung on for his first ever feature win to complete a sweep in his Sampson Funeral Home-sponsored car with Halopka settling for second as Gerth made it to third, Nosser to fourth, and Nathan Thums to fifth.

The WISSOTA/Amsoil Super Stocks were up next with Terry Kroening and Chad Johnson leading the way.  Johnson showed tremendous strength early, taking the lead and leading the first four laps of the feature.  It was two-time weekend winner, Shane Kisling, though, coming from fourth, who would take the lead by the end of lap five.  Kisling proved to be the power of the field as he continued to lead, despite three cautions.  For a time, late in the race, it looked like last week’s winner, Mark Stender, might ruin Kisling’s perfect weekend, but Kisling’s car was just too strong, giving Kisling his third weekend win in his Lakeview Dental-sponsored Super.  Stender, Paul Erickson, Johnson, and Lance Leu rounded out the top five.

The WISSOTA/Amsoil Modifieds were up third to play their version of “Survivor”.  The race started with a caution when several cars got together at the drop of the green on the front stretch, but then it seemed as if this race would go off without a hitch as Keith Tourville and Cory Crapser led the field to the green for a restart.  Tourville grabbed the early lead, leading the first six laps of the feature.  It was Kevin Adams, though, coming from eighth, who would prove to be the strength of the field. Cars, one-by-one, dropped out of the feature, for various mechanical issues, leaving just five cars of the original fourteen who had started the night, remaining by the end of lap twelve.   With the top five decided, the remaining cars fought it out for position, but Adams was heads above the rest on this night, getting the win in his Northwest Wisconsin Refrigeration Service-sponsored car to complete a sweep.  Rounding out the top five were:  Luke Schilling, Craig Thatcher, Bryan Nayes, and Ken Kincaid.

The WISSOTA/Amsoil Street Stocks next took to the track for what would be the most hotly contested feature of the night with three-wide racing taking place often.  Rick Weir and Butch Kummer took the green for the start of the feature with Kummer grabbing the early lead.  With Kummer in the lead, Simon Wahlstrom settled in for second while Kummer’s son, Cody, and Doug Wojcik fought it out for third.  It was during lap four that Travis Hazelton’s car violently rolled on the front stretch collecting Dan Bork in the process.  Fortunately, Hazelton was okay, but both his car and Bork’s car went off on the hook.  Once racing resumed, Kummer once again grabbed the lead with his son, Cody, and Wojcik battling for second as Adam Soltis charged into the top five from twelfth to run fourth.  For several laps Pa Kummer, Cody, and Wojcik ran three abreast at times battling for the lead.  With four laps to go, Wojcik made the pass for the lead and his first Street Stock feature win in his Bruce Auto Repair-sponsored Streeter.

Mike Schuebel and Clay Potaczek led nineteen Eagle Valley Pure Stocks to the green for the start of their feature with Mike Harshman, who had started third, snatching the early lead, leading the first three laps.  It was during lap four that Harshman lost the lead to George Richards who then had to fight off the challenges of Nick Wojcik as the top three ran three-wide.  Richards fought off Wojcik and Harshman to take his third Eagle Valley feature win and complete a sweep for the night in his Richard’s Repair-sponsored Pure Stock.  Wojcik, Harshman, Potaczek, and Nick Traynor rounded out the top five.

Brad Garner and Rocky Kempe led the Hornets to the start of their feature with Kempe shooting to the early lead.  To make an otherwise long story short, Kempe led every lap and never looked back as last week’s winner, Mark Ryskoski, and Dustin LaBonde fought it out for second.  Kempe went on to take the win in his Excellence Roofing Service-sponsored Hornet.  Ryskoski, LaBlonde, Eric Schultz, and Trenton Holub filled out the top five.

Racing resumes on Sunday, May 23, when Eagle Valley Speedway once again hosts a regular Sunday night of racing.  

Keep Sunday, May 30, and Monday, May 31, open on your race calendar for a Memorial Day Weekend special.  Camping is available, payout is increased for the Sunday night show, and the Fastrak Late Models will join the regular divisions on Monday night.  It promises to be a great racing weekend so be there “When the Valley Heats Up!”
SUMMARY
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI
May 16, 2010
WISSOTA Modifieds
20-Lap Feature:  Kevin Adams, Luke Schilling, Craig Thatcher, Bryan Nayes, Ken Kincaid, Kent Baxter, David Baxter, Keith Tourville, Cory Crapser, Mike Anderson, John Hazelton, Michael Truscott
Heat 1:  Adams, Crapser, Baxter, Hazelton, Truscott, Anderson, Jay Richardson
Heat 2:  Schilling, Thatcher, Tourville, D Baxter, Kincaid, Steve Hallquist, Nayes
WISSOTA Super Stocks
20-Lap Feature:  Shane Kisling, Mark Stender, Paul Erikson, Chad Johnson, Lance Leu, Andy Grymala, Wayne Dean, Brad Johnson, Darrel Hazelton, Eric Olson, Jason Quarders, Terry Kroening
Heat 1:  Erikson, Stender, Kisling, Schilling, Dean, Grymala, Quarders
Heat 2:  C Johnson, Olson, Hazelton, Kroening, Leu, Johnson
WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
15-Lap Feature:  Travis Anderson, Shane Halopka, Mark Gerth, Mickey Nosser, Nathan Thums, Bob Wood, Jason Swan, Ivan Simmerman, Josh Smith, Jesse Glenz, Robbie Johnson, Cory Jackson, Matt Leer, Brian Fuchs, Jake Smith, Jim Giossi, Ronnie Rihn, Brad Hudson, Nick Koehler, Grant Southworth, Will Fisher
Heat 1:  Southworth, Hudson, Ja Smith, Swan, Thums, Simmerman
Heat 2:  Anderson, Rihn, Halopka, Koehler, Nosser, Glenz, Jackson
Heat 3:  Leer, Gerth, Wood, Jo Smith, Giossi, Fisher, Johnson
WISSOTA Street Stocks
15-Lap Feature:  Doug Wojcik, Butch Kummer, Cody Kummer, Danny Richards, Cory Hanson, Adam Soltis, Simon Wahlstrom, Rich Weir, Jason Lang, Tommy Richards, Travis Hazelton, Dan Bork
Heat 1:  B Kummer, Wojcik, Bork, T Richards, Lang, Hazelton, Soltis
Heat 2:  D Richards, Wahlstrom, C Kummer, Weir, Gary Kasperek, Hanson
Eagle Valley Pure Stocks
12-Lap Feature:  George Richards, Nick Wojcik, Mike Harshman, Clay Potaczek, Nick Traynor, Pat Smith, Rod Ryba, Bob Thompson, Mike Schuebel, Dalton Hazelton, Ron Zurek, Brandon Davis, Shawn Warner, Berg Adam
Heat 1:  Schuebel, Potaczek, Adam, Thompson, Zurek, Hazelton, Warner, Davis
Heat 2:  Richards, Wojcik, Harshman, Smith, Ryba, Jeremy Dahl, Robert Wahlstrom, Traynor
Eagle Valley Hornets
12-Lap Feature:  Rocky Kempe, Mark Ryskoski, Dustin LaBlonde, Eric Schultz, Trenten Holub, Mike Schreck, Brent Voeltz
Heat 1:  Ryskoski, LaBlonde, Kempe, Schultz, Nate Steivang
Heat 2:  Voeltz, Schreck, Holub, Brad Garner, Jay Welk
