JP Mechanical Night at Eagle Valley
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI, May 23, 2010
By Gene Harmelink

It wasn’t the heat so much as it was the humidity that greeted the fans on Sunday night at Eagle Valley Speedway near Jim Falls, WI.  For the racers, it was a totally reworked and much improved track that provided excellent multi-groove and side-by-side feature racing.

Wins on Sunday night were awarded to Mark Stender, Jason Swan, Cory Crapser, Keith Tourville, Nick Wojcik, and Mark Mark Ryskoski.  

The WISSOTA/Amsoil Super Stocks took the track first with rookie, Lucas Plank, and veteran driver, Rick Hallquist, on the front row.   Hallquist was off to an early lead, leading the first two laps of the feature.  It would be Mike Anderson, though,coming from eighth, who would lead the next three laps as Hallquist dropped to second and Eric Olson held on to third.  A caution, which sent both Olson and Hallquist to the back, after lap five, realigned the field with veteran driver, Mark Stender, taking advantage, after starting seventh and running fourth.  Despite the best efforts of the remaining competitors, Stender widened the gap and pulled away from the field leaving Anderson and Paul Erikson to fight it out for second.  By race end, it would be Stender completing a sweep for the night and picking up his third Eagle Valley win for 2010 in his Cornell Car Quest-sponsored Super Stock.  Anderson, Erikson, Tommy Richards, and Andy Grymala rounded out the top five.

In WISSOTA/Amsoil Midwest Modified action, rookie, Cory Jackson, and Jason Swan were the first to take the green for their feature.  Roninie Rihn grabbed the early lead with Swan doing his best to hang on for second while Jake Smith threatened to take second away from Swan.  This race ran caution-free as Rihn continued to build his lead and pull away.  Smith and Swan battled it out for second as Josh Smith and Shane Halopka fought it out for third.  In the end, it was Rihn, completing a sweep for the night and taking his first win of the 2010 race season in his Bob Seckora, Coldwell Banker-sponsored BMS by Mars.  Jake Smith, Swan, Josh Smith, and Halopka completed the top five.

Steve Hallquist and Keith Tourville led the WISSOTA/Amsoil Modifieds to the flag stand for the start of their feature which would see just two cautions, neither of which would contribute to the overall outcome of the feature, but one would see Mike Anderson’s motor go up in smoke.  After struggling much of the early 2010 race season, Tourville would take the early lead and never look back as Hallquist hung on for second until lap six when Kent Baxter snatched second away from Hallquist.  By lap ten, Tourville continued to lead; Jay Richardson had moved up to second, Baxter dropped to third as Dave Cain moved up from eighth to run fourth.  Tourville was just too strong on this race night and went on for the eventual win in his Mas Racing Engines-sponsored Shaw by Taylor.  Cain, Richardson, Kevin Adams, and Mark Hanson rounded out the top five.

Adam Soltis and Jason Lang were on the front row for the start of the WISSOTA/Amsoil Street Stock feature.  Soltis grabbed the early lead and dominated.  Lang, Butch Kummer, and Cody Kummer were early challengers but Cody Kummer pulled off and Butch Kummer dropped to fifth.  The first eleven laps of the feature belonged to Soltis as Lang, Cory Crapser, driving Zach Manleys’ car, along with Danny Richards, and Chanda Fjorden Nord joined in the fun, battling it out for second.  A caution, after lap eleven for a spinning Mike Knudtson, stopped the race.  As the cars were getting set to realign, Soltis pulled off into the pits, surrendering the lead to Crapser.  Crapser went on to lead the remaining four laps of the feature taking the win and completing a sweep with Fjorden Nord, Richards, Lang and Butch Kummer rounding out the top five. 

Shawn Warner and Jay Folz led the Eagle Valley Pure Stocks to the starting line for the Pure Stock feature with Folz leading the first two laps.  Two successive cautions realigned the field with Nick Wojcik moving quickly, coming from seventh to steal the lead.  Wojcik not only continued to lead as the race progressed, but steadily increased the gap as Rod Ryba and Mike Schuebel fought it out for second.  In the end, Wojcik would go on for his fourth win overall and his second victory at Eagle Valley Speedway in his Jerry’s BP-sponsored Pure.  Ryba finished second, but was disqualified, giving the remaining top five spots to Schuebel, Pat Smith, Folz, and Josh Rudd.

Brad Michaels and Rocky Kempe took the Eagle Valley Hornets to the starter’s flag for their feature with Kempe jumping to an early lead.  As Kempe led, Dustin LaBlonde and Mark Ryskoski fought it out for second.  A caution, after lap eight when Kempe and LaBlonde tangled on the front stretch, sent LaBlonde to the back and Kempe to the infield with damage.  On the restart, Ryskoski became the benefactor and assumed the lead.  Ryskoski went on to win his third feature in his Eagle Talon sponsored by Custom Signs, with Michaels, Jay Welk, LaBlonde, and Mike Schreck rounding out the top five.

Racing resumes on Sunday, May 30, and Monday, May 31 for a Memorial Day Weekend special.  Camping is available, payout is increased for the Sunday night show, and the Fastrak Late Models will join the regular divisions on Monday night.  It promises to be a great racing weekend so be there “When the Valley Heats Up!”
SUMMARY
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI
May 23, 2010
WISSOTA Modifieds
20-Lap Feature:  Keith Tourville, Dave Cain, Jay Richardson, Kevin Adams, Mark Hanson, Kent Baxter, Luke Schilling, Dan Hesch, Bryan Nayes, Steve Hallquist, David Baxter, Mike Anderson, Kevin Rogers, John Hazelton
Heat 1:  Cain, K Baxter, Schilling, Hallquist, Hanson, Hesch, Hazelton
Heat 2:  Adams, Tourville, Richardson, Anderson, D Baxter, Nayes, Rogers
WISSOTA Super Stocks
20-Lap Feature:  Mark Stender, Mike Anderson, Paul Erikson, Tommy Richards, Andy Grymala, Chad Tarvis, Eric Olson, Lucas Plank, Rick Hallquist, Tony Falkner, Chad Johnson, Darrel Hazelton
Heat 1:  Erikson, Hallquist, Anderson, Olson, Richards, Grymala, Tarvis
Heat 2:  Stender, Plank, Hazelton, Johnson, Luke Schilling, Falkner
WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
15-Lap Feature:  Ronnie Rihn, Jake Smith, Jason Swan, Josh Smith, Shane Halopka, Nick Koehler, Brad Hudson, Bob Wood, Jesse Glenz, Travis Anderson, Dalton Yohnk, Mark Gerth, Brian Fuchs, Nathan Thums, Mike Gibson, Cory Jackson, Ivan Simmerman, Will Fisher
Heat 1:  Rihn, Halopka, Jo Smith, Yohnk, Glenz, Anderson, Grant Southworth
Heat 2:  Ja Smith, Matt Leer, Hudson, Wood, Simmerman, Thums, Fuchs
Heat 3:  Koehler, Swan, Jackson, Fisher, Gibson, Gerth
WISSOTA Street Stocks
15-Lap Feature:  Cory Crapser, Chanda Fjorden Nord, Danny Richards, Jason Lang, Butch Kummer, Ron Hanestad, Doug Wojcik, Henry Peters, Mike Knudtson, James Wall, Dave Keyeski, Adam Soltis, Cody Kummer
Heat 1:  Crapser, Fjorden Nord, Soltis, Wall, Hanestad, Peters, Keyeski
Heat 2:  C Kummer, B Kummer, Richards, Lang, Knudtson, Wojcik
Eagle Valley Pure Stocks
12-Lap Feature:  Nick Wojcik, Mike Schuebel, Pat Smith, Jay Folz, Josh Rudd,  Dalton Hazelton, Shawn Warner, Chris Spath, Todd Roshell
Heat 1:  Wojcik, Schuebel, Smith, Folz, Hazelton, Spath
Heat 2:  Rod Ryba, Warner, Roshell, George Richards, Rudd
Eagle Valley Hornets
12-Lap Feature:  Mark Ryskoski, Brad Michaels, Jay Welk, Dustin LaBlonde, Mike Schreck, Billie Anderson, Brad Garner, Nate Steivang, Rocky Kempe
Heat:  LaBlonde, Ryskoski, Kempe, Welk, Michaels, Schreck, Anderson, Garner, Steivang 
