Day One of Memorial Day Double Header a Big Success at Your Sunday Night Track
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI, May 30, 2010
By Gene Harmelink

With threatening skies all around, Eagle Valley Speedway pressed on with day one of their Memorial Day Double Header. The night would prove to be a great night of racing enjoyed by a large crowd of spectators and an excellent field of cars.

The whole night could not have been the success it was without the help of additional sponsors including:  Powder Plus of Chippewa Falls, Wolfe Trucking of Cornell, Son-Bow Farms, Inc. of Spring Valley, Tim’s Automotive of Bloomer, Stender’s Furnace Repair of Chippewa Falls, Twists & Tangles Saloon of Jim Falls, Elwood Express of Jim Falls, and a multitude of sponsors who wished to remain anonymous.

Feature winners included Mike Anderson who took home $1,000 for his winning efforts in his WISSOTA/Amsoil Modified, and Mark Stender who took home $500 for his win in his WISSOTA/Amsoil Super Stock.  Travis Anderson continued the winning Anderson way by taking home $700 for his WISSOTA/Amsoil Midwest Modified win, and Adam Soltis who received $300 for his WISSOTA/Amsoil Street Stock win.  Other winners included George Richards, taking home $200 for his Eagle Valley Pure Stock win and Ryan Happel who took home $100 for his Eagle Valley Hornet win. 

Nathan Thums of Dorchester, Wisconsin and Jared Happel of Galesville, Wisconsin were the first to take the green for the start of the nights’ racing in their WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds with Thums grabbing the early lead, leading the first two laps of the race in a race that would run without a caution.  Travis Anderson, seeking his second feature win of the year, dashed Thums’ hopes of a feature win as he passed Thums to take the lead at the end of lap three and quite frankly, the rest is history as far as the win goes, as Anderson drove away from the rest of the field.  With Anderson a speck on the horizon, the rest of the drivers fought it out for second and the battle was a good one with Shane Halopka, Bob Wood, and Thums slicing and dicing for second.  In the end Anderson “was gone” in his Anderson Race Motors-sponsored car.  Halopka succeed in taking second with Wood, Thums, and Jared Happel rounding out the top five.

Chad Tarvis of Cameron, Wiscosnin and Dan Arneson of Eleva, Wisconsin were on the front row for the start of the WISSOTA Super Stock feature with Arneson in the lead by the end of lap one.  While this race did not go caution-free (there were just two cautions) it was a nail bitter, especially for second through fifth.  Eric Olson came from third to take the lead by the end of lap two and would lead laps two through eight with Mike Keller and Mark Stender running side-by-side with Olson at times for the lead.  A restart, after a caution during lap nine for a spinning Jason Quarders, realigned the field.  At that point, Mark Stender proved to be the strength of the field as he took the lead, after starting tenth.   With Stender in the lead and adding to the lead margin as the laps ticked down, Keller, Olson, Mike Anderson and Donnie Lofdahl fought it out for second as they fought it out for second while they pulled away from the rest of the field.  In the end, Stender took his fourth feature win in his Quality Propane-sponsored car by almost a full front stretch.  Finishing second was Olson, third went to Keller, with Anderson and Lofdahl rounding out the top five.

Dorchester, Wisconsin’s, Kent Baxter, and Arcadia , Wisconsin’s, Dan Hesch led the WISSOTA Modifieds to the start of their feature with Hesch being the early leader, leading the first four laps.  This was a fast and furious race on what appeared to be a very fast track.  An early caution, after lap four for a spinning David Baxter in turn four, realigned the field and Jay Richardson was there to take advantage, leading laps five through ten.  A second caution after lap ten for a spinning Hesch in turn one, once again realigned the field and this time Mike Anderson was there to snatch the lead from Richardson.  With Bryan Nayes hot on his tail, Anderson continued to lead surviving two restarts, one occurring as Nayes spun after lap thirteen, sending him to the back.  As the laps wound down, Anderson pulled away from the field, but Luke Schilling who had come from tenth and was running a high line, did all he could along with Les Duellman who had come from fourteenth, to ruin Anderson’s night, putting on a valiant challenge.  In the end, Anderson proved to be too strong as he took his third win of the year and his second at Eagle Valley Speedway in his Specialty Fabricating-sponsored car.  Finishing second through fifth were:  Schilling, Duellman, Richardson, and Kent Baxter.

Jason Lang of Sheldon, Wisconsin, and Gary Kasperek of Tigerton, Wisconsin, took the green first from flagman, Jeff Eisner, for the start of the WISSOTA Street Stock feature.  Running what appeared to be his best race ever, Jason Lang took the early lead, leading the first nine laps.  A caution after lap nine for a spinning Cody Kummer in turn two, reset the field with Adam Soltis, who was running second prior to the caution, taking the lead challenged by Lang, Gary Kasperek, and Danny Richards.  As Soltis continued to lead, Richards made a few serious attempts at the lead as Kasperek pulled off with mechanical problems.  Lang didn’t give up either as he passed Richards at one point to take second with two laps to go.  In the end, though, it would be Soltis taking his first feature win of the year in his Northern Seamless Gutters-sponsored car.  Richards settled for second and Lang took third.  Rounding out the top five were:  Rich Weir and Cory Hanson.

Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin’s, Mike Harshman, and Bruce, Wisconsin’s, Shawn Warner led the field to the start of the Eagle Valley Pure Stock feature.  It was George Richards with one of his patented starts and a burst of power on the first lap, though, who would take the early lead in a race that would see just two cautions.  Richards was able to survive the cautions and never looked back as Warner and Harshman fought it out for second along with Mike Knopps  and Mike Schuebel.  Richards proved to be the strength of the field as he took his sixth win of the year and his fifth at Eagle Valley Speedway in his Richard’s Repair-sponsored car.  Warner, Knopps, Harshman, and Schuebel ran second through fifth.

Mark Ryskoski of Medford, Wisconsin, and Robert Carpenter, of Black River Falls, Wisconsin, were on the front row for the start of the Eagle Valley Hornet feature.  Carpenter was the early leader as he took the former Brittany Olson ride to the front with Ryan Happel and Ryskoski giving chase.  Carpenter was able to hang on for three laps, but was passed by Happel who led the remainder of the race taking his first win at Eagle Valley Speedway.  Ryskoski, Carpenter, Jessi Tripp, and Dustin LaBlonde rounded out the top five.

Racing resumes on Monday, May 31, for the second day of the Memorial Day Double Header.  Beyond that, Eagle Valley will host a regular night of racing sponsored by Southworth Chevrolet on June 6.  Keep Saturday, June 12, open on your calendar when Eagle Valley will host EVS Enduro race #1.
SUMMARY
Eagle Valley Speedway
Jim Falls, WI
May 30, 2010
WISSOTA Modifieds
20-Lap Feature:  Mike Anderson, Luke Schilling, Les Duellman, Jay Richardson, Kent Baxter, Eric Pember, Dan Hesch, Jeremy Houle, Paul Niznik, Cory Williams, Kevin Rogers, Bryan Nayes, Steve Hallquist, John Hazelton, Shawn Anderson, David Baxter
Heat 1:  Niznik, Hazelton, D Baxter, K Baxter, Hallquist, Williams, S Anderson, Rogers
Heat 2:  Richardson, M Anderson, Hesch, Nayes, Schilling, Houle, Duellman, Pember
WISSOTA Super Stocks
20-Lap Feature:  Mark Stender, Eric Olson, Mike Keller, Mike Anderson, Donnie Lofdahl, Paul Erikson, Dan Arneson, Chad Johnson, Tony Falkner, Andy Grymala, Tommy Richards, Chad Tarvis, Jason Quarders, Wayne Dean, Darrel Hazelton, Lance Schilling, David Pospyhalla, Ryan Olson
Heat 1:  Erikson, Keller, Lofdahl, Tarvis, Richards, Johnson, Schilling, Grymala, Quarders
Heat 2:  E Olson, Anderson, Arneson, Dean, Stender, Hazelton, Falkner, Pospyhalla, R Olson
WISSOTA Midwest Modifieds
15-Lap Feature:  Travis Anderson, Shane Halopka, Bob Wood, Nathan Thums, Jared Happel, Grant Southworth, Ivan Simmerman, Jason Swan, Nick Koehler, Jesse Glenz, Kevin Smeltzer, Jim Giossi, Justin Supri, Jeff McDonald, Will Fisher, Mark Kralicek, Brian Fuchs, Robbie Johnson, Mike Knudtson, Cory Jackson
Heat 1:  Wood, Koehler, Happel, Giossi, Kralicek, Fuchs, Fisher
Heat 2:  Southworth, Thums, Anderson, Glenz, Supri, Jackson, Johnson
Heat 3:  Halopka, McDonald, Simmerman, Swan, Smeltzer, Knudtson
WISSOTA Street Stocks
15-Lap Feature:  Adam Soltis, Danny Richards, Jason Lang, Rick Weir, Cory Hanson, Gary Kasperek, Cody Kummer, Butch Kummer, Travis Hazelton, Dave Keyeski (DQ), Mike Knudtson (DQ)
Heat 1:  Richards, C Kummer, Lang, Knudtson, Keyeski, Hazelton
Heat 2:  Kasperek, Soltis, B Kummer, Hanson, Weir
Eagle Valley Pure Stocks
12-Lap Feature:  George Richards, Shawn Warner, Mike Knopps, Mike Harshman, Mike Schuebel, Brandon Lofgren, Berg Adam, Jacob Smeltzer, Dalton Hazelton, Rod Ryba, Clay Potaczek, Chris Spath
Heat 1:  Richards, Knopps, Schuebel, Smeltzer, Lofgren, Ryba
Heat 2:  Harshman, Warner, Potaczek, Hazelton, Adam, Spath
Eagle Valley Hornets
12-Lap Feature:  Ryan Happel, Mark Ryskoski, Robert Carpenter, Jessi Tripp, Dustin LaBlonde, Rocky Kempe, Brad Garner, Brad Michaels, Mackenzie Olson, Mike Schreck, Billie Anderson, Ashley Wolfe, Cori Block, Jay Welk
Heat 1:  Block, Wolfe, Kempe, Tripp, Welk, Anderson, Garner
Heat 2:  Carpenter, Happel, LaBlonde, Ryskoski, Michaels, Schreck, Olson
